Hamlet Review Guide

Test Thursday
The test will consist of matching, multiple choice, quote identification, short answer fill-in, and3 extended response questions.

Make sure you are familiar with the following characters:

King Claudius--

Queen Gertrude--

Hamlet--

Ghost (Hamlet’s father)--

Polonius--

Laertes--

Ophelia--

Rosencrantz--

Guildenstern--

Horatio--

Fortinbras--

Reynaldo--

Marcellus--

Bernardo--

Voltemand--

Cornelius--

Osric--

Quote Identification:

Make sure you know the following quotes for the test—know who said the quote and to whom it was spoken to.

“I am ready to cut his throat in the church”
“To be honest in this kind of world is to be one man out to ten thousand”
“To thine own self, be true”
“Get thee to a nunnery”

“You will loose this bet, my Lord”

“This is true madness of love”

“Insanity in powerful people must be carefully observed”

“This is a sign of some strange outbreak of violence about to take place in our country”

“As for Hamlet and his flirtation with you, think of it as normal and playful passions…do not think that it can be anything more”

“Oh what a dreadful fate, that I was ever born to set them right”

“Something is rotten in this country of Denmark”

“You are a fish seller”

“Denmark is a prison”

“I am crazy only part of the time”

“To Be, or Not To Be; That is what really matters”
“O, my sin is foul, it smells as high as heaven”

“Do not go to my uncle’s bed”

“My soul is full of conflict and sorrow”

“I don’t trust Hamlet, nor is it safe for me”

“The body is with the King, but the King is not with the body.  The King is a thing”

“Let my thoughts be about revenge or else be worthless”

“I am justly killed by my own treachery”

“Good night sweet prince, may flights of angels sing you to your eternal rest”

“Let four captains carry Hamlet like a soldier to the platform; for had he been put to the test as king, he would have behaved royally”

“There’s nothing either good or bad but thinking makes it so”

“Time modifies the intensity of its flames”

Themes:

Appearance vs. Reality:

Fate:

Good vs. Evil:

Kingship:

Hamlet as a Tragic Hero:

Noble Status:

Inner Nobility:

Free Will:

Tragic Flaw:

Hamlet’s Character Evolution:

Initial Character:

Forces that Change him:

Final Character:

Dramatic Structure of the tragic play:

Exposition:  Act I

Rise in Action:  Act II

Turning Point:  Act III

Fall in Action:  Act IV

Catastrophe:  Act V
Possible essays:  3 will appear on your test.
1. In the last speech of the play, Fortinbras says of Hamlet that “had he been put to the test as king, he would have behaved royally” (p. 293).  In your opinion, would Hamlet have made a good king?  What would be his strengths?  His weaknesses?  What changes would have occurred in Denmark?  Be sure to support your opinion through examples and or quotes from the text.

2. Compare and contrast Hamlet with one of the other young men in the play---Laertes, Horatio, Rosencrantz, Guildenstern, or Fortinbras.

3. What is Hamlet’s final attitude toward good and evil?  What makes this so?  

4. What is Hamlet’s fundamental problem with appearance and reality?  

5. Explain what a tragedy is and how the play Hamlet fits these criteria.  Then explain the four components that contribute to Hamlet being a Tragic Hero.

6. In your opinion, who was Ophelia’s death accidental or suicide?  Be sure to support your opinion with text and or quotes to justify your thoughts.  Who is to blame?

7. How does Hamlet’s third act soliloquy, “To Be, or Not To Be”, reveal his inner torment?

8. Characterize yourself as a “thinker” or a “doer.”  In this respect what character in the play are you most like?  How would you like to be different, or would you like to be different?  

